
A sustainable product policy also has the potential to reduce waste significantly. Where waste cannot be 

avoided, its economic value must be recovered and its impact on the environment and on climate change 

avoided or minimised. This requires new legislation, including targets and measures for tackling over-

packaging and waste generation. In parallel, EU companies should benefit from a robust and integrated single 

market for secondary raw materials and by-products. This requires deeper cooperation across value chains, as 

in the case of the Circular Plastics Alliance. The Commission will consider legal requirements to boost the 

market of secondary raw materials with mandatory recycled content (for instance for packaging, vehicles, 

construction materials and batteries). To simplify waste management for citizens and ensure cleaner secondary 

materials for businesses, the Commission will also propose an EU model for separate waste collection. The 

Commission is of the view that the EU should stop exporting its waste outside of the EU and will therefore 

revisit the rules on waste shipments and illegal exports. 


