
2.1.7. Preserving and restoring ecosystems and biodiversity 

Ecosystems provide essential services such as food, fresh water and clean air, and shelter. They mitigate natural 

disasters, pests and diseases and help regulate the climate. However, the EU is not meeting some of its most 

important environmental objectives for 2020, such as the Aichi targets under the Convention on Biological 

Diversity. The EU and its global partners need to halt biodiversity loss. The Intergovernmental Science-Policy 

Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services' 2019 Global Assessment Report21 showed worldwide 

erosion of biodiversity, caused primarily by changes in how land and sea are used, direct exploitation of natural 

resources, and with climate change as the third most important driver of biodiversity loss. 


